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: diſclong its ſorrows to a Glens: Great 


then will be my relief: for having truth 


and honour on my ſide, the world ſhall be 
that friend; and added to the cauſe of hu- 


manity, with which the Britiſh boſom ever 
glows, I ſhall excite a fellow-feeling, when 


I make known, that the cauſe of all my ſuf- 7 
ferings is that bane to this once f/ land, 


Lord Burx. 


T has bein ſaid, that this human heart 


feels no ſuch conſolation in affliction as 


15 © A little 


1 6 1 
oy little before his preſent Majeſty's s AC- 


ceſſion to the throne, Sir Io HIILI's ma- 


lignant ſtar led him to know and to be 


known to that ſame Lord. Fatal acquaint- 


ance | He was, at that time, rich and hap- 


PY purſuing his favorite and delightful 


ſtudy, Botany; and making a rapid fortune 


| by his medicines ; — medicines which were 


to him reputable in the higheſt degree, be- 
ing the reſult of application and of know- 
ledge: he did not content himſelf with 


| knowing the names of plants, but finding 


out their virtues ; he conſidered them as 


the gift - of GO D, meant to diffuſe the 


bleſſing of health to man. This was the 


origin of thoſe medicines which he pre- 
ſented to the world, and this was then his 


ſituation, when, O painful reflection this 
happy harveſt was blaſted by bim, whoſe 


bane- 


Py } 


baneful influence, like a pernicious miſty 


vapour, has clouded the glorious ſun of 
England. 


Now comes attendance, unprofitable la- 


bour, promiſes not kept, and diſappoint- 


ments, from him whoſe pride throws Lu- 


CIFER behind. 


The firſt employment that Lord Burr 


e propoſed to Sir Joan HILL, after this in- 


troduction, was the diſpoſing and ſuperin- 
tending a part of the Princeſs of Warzs“ 8 
Garden, at Kew, deſtined tor Botany ; which 


was to contain all the plants known upon 


carth. In order to do this, he formed a 


correſpondence with men of diſtinguiſhed 


learning every where; receiving and giving 
ſeeds. Even myſelf, after the fatal event of 


8 
. 
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his deceaſe (which was not known abroad 


for ſome time) expended many pounds upon 


the ſame occaſion; for which, like him, I 


never was 8 


His its was likewiſe at leaſt once 
a week required at Kew. 


About that time, thoſe nde which 


were conquered during the adminiſtration 


of the immortal Per, wanted Governors, 


and thoſe were appointed by Lord BurTz; 


names of ſome 1 perfectly remember, | 


MELVILLE, JounsToN, STEWART, &c. 


That thoſe conqueſts might become pro- 
fitable, Lord Bur: deſired Sir Jonx Hits, 
to direct their cultivation; which he did, 
and gave each of thoſe Governors in vrit- 


Fo | : ing, 


11 


ing, his ſeparate inſtructions; and according 


to their tranſmitted accounts, when there, 


wrote back what ſhould be diſmiſſed, and 


what encouraged. DD the flores of mer- 


chandiſe, which England has received from 


thoſe quarters, roſe from the labours of him 


050 never w reguited. 


Sir Joux HILL 64 juſt wrote 4 bock of 


great elegance, I think it was called Exotick 
Botany, which he wiſhed to have preſented 


to the King; ; and therefore named it to 


Lord Burg: his Lordſhip waved that, ſay- 
ing, © that he had a greater object which 
he intended to propoſe ;” and ſhortly after 
laid before him a plan of the moſt volu- 
minous, magnificent and coſtly work that 
ever man attempted — I tremble when I 
name its title, becauſe I think the ſevere 


appli- 


: 9 1 


n which it ed killed him; 
and I am ſure the expence ruined his for- 
tune — The Syſtem.” 


This week * to conkif of twenty-ſix 
volumes folio, containing ſixteen hundred 
copper plates, the engraving of each, one 
with another, coſt at leaſt, Foux Gvuinz as : 
the paper was of the moſt expenſive kind, 
the drawings by the firſt hands, the printing 
was alſo a very weighty concern; and 
: many other articles with which am unac- 
quainted, 3 


Sir JoHN, weighing the immenſe and cer- 
tain expence, with the uncertain gain, as it 
was a ſubject by no means univerſal, wiſhed 

to decline it; but Lord BuTs faid, that 
the expence had been conſidered, and that 
. | | Sir 


1 

Sir JohN HIL. might reſt aſſured, his cir- 
cumſtances ſhould not be injured by the 
undertaking: Thus he entered upon and 
finiſhed his deſtruction: for what he re- 
ceived from my Lord for three books, for 
the King, the Princeſs of Walks and him- 
ſelf, three times a year, which were the 
periods of its publication, together with all 
that were ſold, bore no proportion to the 
expence; ſo he became overwhelmed in 
debt, which to a mind like his, honeſt and 
noble, was a burthen too bitter to be long 
endured. 


1 l okfirre, that during the . 
of this arduous publication, Lord BurE was 
eternally taking up his time and attention 
upon trifles, ſuch as inyenting a microſcope 
upon a new conſtruction, that he might ſee 


by 


ff 
by day-light the car of a butterfly or the 
toe of a ſpider; at other times poring over 
crucibles and poiſonous vapours, which 
once, to my horror and extreme concern, 
had like to have proved fatal; perhaps he 
meant it ſo: for if Sir JohN had taken the 
hints often thrown out, to have wrote in 
favour of the AunRIIAN war, he might have 
made his own conditions, But He was too 


honeſt and too Wile, 


From that time there grew a great, but 
covered coolneſs, which I perceived; for 
ſtanders by, tis ſaid, are better judges of the 
game than thoſe that play. I am going to 

mention a circumſtance, which I intreat my 
friendly readers will attend to. After the 

Vegetable Syſtem was compleatly finiſhed, 

Lord BuTz propoſed another volume to be 

. added, 


* 


I 
added, which Sir Jonx ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, 
as he ſaid, it would only load the work both 


in matter and expence ; but his Lordſhip 


repeating his deſire, Sir Joux complied, 
| becauſe he would not throw water upon his 


cooling friendſhip, which wanted a pretence 


to caſt aſide repeated promiſes, of ample 


proviſion for himſelf and family. He there- 
fore made the neceſſary preparations ; ; ſuch 
as drawings, engravings, paper, and other 


materials, too numerous to mention. 


The recolle&ion of what followed, makes 


my heart tremble, and my whole frame ſuf- 
fers an agitation, tbo great to be deſcribed ; 


this was the crifis of my fate! Like ſome 
poor quivering creature hanging on a pre- 


cipice, fearing to fall, yet ſees the plunge... 


inevitable, for ſo it proved — before the ho- 


B noured 


f 
| 


L 14 ] 
noured author wrote a line of this extorted 


taſk, we died. 


Phew did a charger on | which every 


virtue was impreſſed, and whoſe genius, 


worth and learning, after-ages ſhall extol, 
become a victim to the greateſt tyrant that 
ever diſgraced humanity. 


N ow view me od with. the mortal 
blow, too deep in ſorrow for the relief of 
tears; . children looking up to her for pro- 
tection, who wanted it herſelf, 


If any intermiſſion to this temporar * 
= death, it was but to ſhew the horrors of my 
ſituation ; thus I remained, till nature, WED 
varying in her courſe, changed this ſtate of 
ſtupefaction for more poignant grief. 5 
we The 


TE 
The phyſician who attended Sir Joux 


Hitt, a very worthy and diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racer, perceiving the inactive ſtate of me 
and thoſe about me, came voluntarily, with 
another gentleman, to ſearch if they could 
find a will: a will was found; it was dated 
ſome years back, and had, been made, I be- 
lieve, when he was in better circumſtances : 
Lord Burz and myſelf were named exe- 
cutors; it was therefore thought fit it ſhould 
be taken to his Lordſhip; a gentleman 
who was intimate in his houſe, and who 
had ever been received in ours with hoſpi- 
tality, was fixed upon for this commiſſion; 
the account which he brought back was, 
that my Lord ſeemed much ſhocked at the 
event, expreſſed concern that he could not 
act as an executor, were it his own brother 
{thoſe were his words) his health being fo 
3 „% -i 


1 
impaired; hoped I would be comforted as 
much as ſo great a-loſs would ſuffer me to 
be; at the ſame time faid, he would endea- 


vour to obtain a penſion ber me. 


Being the only actor in this buſineſs 1 re- 
plete with ſorrow and anxiety, I was told 
1 muſt adminiſter, the doing which ſoon 

proved the will to be of no effect; for the 
debts by infinite degrees exceeded all the 
property. Thoſe debts, which were indeed 

tremenduous, I have, from that time, la- 
boured to diſcharge, becauſe I would have 

Sir Jond Hit, s memory ſuiting his diſtin- 


ane! merit, preſerved with honour. 


About fix wetks after his deceaſe, though 
nothing whatſoever had happened to alter 


Lord BuTs's ſentiments with regard to 


8 


me, the ſame perſon, who brought the 
meſſage which I before related, came with . 
a very different air, defiring to ſee me, and 
produced a note written by Lord Burs to 
him, in ſuch a ſtile as would diſgrace the 


meaneſt perſon, accuſing me of having given 


out, the Lord knows what, for it was too 


idle to attend to, nor was it poſſible that 1 


could report any thing, having neither been 


abroad, nor ſeen any perſons but thoſe Who 


were at firſt about me. 


From that time Lord Bur became a moſt 


inveterate enemy to her, whoſe fituation 


claimed from every feeling heart compaſſion. : 


I wrote to him, and repreſented, that the 
difficulties which ſurrounded me were too 
many to be numbered, and that that book, 
the cauſe of all, was only a dead weight, 


and 


1 6 

and made me (as I had unfortunately found) 
a prey to villains, from being ignorant in 
ſuch concerns. I conjured him, as it was 
at his inſtigation alone that it was wrote, 
to take it off my hands on any terms; but 
he remained inexorable. 


I then had thoſe materials that were pre- 
pared for the additional volume, together 
with the account of what I had given for 
them, which was between two and three 
hundred pounds, ſent to his Lordſhip with 
a letter, i in which 1 requeſted him, as they 
could never be of any uſe to me, to pay 
me back what they had coſt. He returned 
them with a written anſwer, moſt unlike 
a gentleman, rough and rude, that he had 

nothing to do with them; though he had 
ſent two Germans to my houſe, to examine 

OR 1 


11 


the work, in order to finiſh it, if they had 
been equal to the taſk; but they confeſſed 


they were not: and as a further proof that 
his aſſertion was deſtitute of truth, at the 
times of publication, he directed to whom 
ſeveral books ſhould be given, as to the dif- 
ferent univerſities of Scotland, and to fore 75 
Doctor at Edinburgb, whoſe name 1 do not 


remember ; alſo to ſeveral men of learning 
abroad, and to Doctor Warso of Lin- 


col o inn elde, who, after Sir Joun's de- 
ceaſe, ſent to me for the laſt volume to 


compleat his ſet, not aſking it as any fa- 


vour from : me, but by Lord Burz's di- 


rection. 


Having eee 6 all es of Juſtice 
ad humanity, I wrote to Lord Bur, that 


1 would have recourſe to law; fool that I. 
| was | 5 
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bus why ſhould 1 hope redreſs from law 
of him? 


Before I could take any meaſures to avail 


myſelf of what I had threatened, he ſent 


his lawyer to me; fit for the purpoſe as his 


heart could wiſh! Permit me to relate what 


Fr by 12 of or and anſwer. 50 


ng upon your Etap at Pa com- 


mand of the Earl of Burk, a moſt noble 


Lord, a Lord of "ou power and authori wh 


and a Lord of 


Anſwer. No 4 what, | Sir, but tell 


| your meſlage. 


| Lawyer, Madam, you cut me ſhort. 


Wen == Anſwer, 
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Anſwer. Sir, I will be ſhorter foe 1 Il ſay 


nothing, __— 


F Then, Madam; 9 aforeſaid 


moſt noble Lord hath informed, made 


known, and acquainted me, that Dame 


HENRIETTA HILL, relict of Sir Jon HII I, 


doth pr opoſe, intend and mean to prefer * 


bill in his Majeſty” s High Court of Chan- 


1 . 
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: cery againſt the aforeſaid moſt noble Earl, 


for damages by her ſuſtained, in conſequence 


and upon account of an expenſive work un- 
dertaken and written by the aforeſaid late 


Sir JouN HILL: : am I, Madam, poſſeſſed of 
the Sault 


Anſwer, Yes, Sir, 


Lawyer. Then, Madam, we will proceed | 


c 5 


3 
„. 


era Rated my complaint. 


to ſtate the caſe: Be it remembered, that if 
my moſt noble client had propoſed, defired 
and directed the aforeſaid Sir JohN HILL to 


begin, go on and continue this the aforeſaid 
expenſive work, ſo that his circumſtances 


were thereby injured e or r impaired — 


rennen, ILY 2 
e eHow rot Po at et 
eee. 


Anſwer. What 0; Hep © 


Luowjes; Why then, Madam, your Lady- . 


ſhip would doubtleſs obtain damages accor- 


ding to the loſs oy 1 ſuſtained, with _ | 


of ſuit. 


Anſwer. | Sir, I am rejoiced that Lord 
Borz has employed {o intelligent a gentle- 


man to end our difference; for you have 


„„ e 
In one moment his viſage changed, and pes Kg 
his voice was not the ſame; he uttered only 


broken ſentences and incoherent Jargon, 325 


ſuch as, miſtaken agreement — writing — 


witneſſes —and ſuch like paultry comings- 
off, as ſhewed a baſe employer and a worth- 
leſs . 


Where death 5 Joſe his ſting, great al- 
terations commonly take place | and thoſe 
are ſeldom ſecret; ſo it was with me: for 


it was ſoon known that I was not in proſper- | 


ous circumſtances : but I muſt allo ſay, with 
ſatisfaction, that I did not experience leſs 
attention from my friends, but more. 


Many of them preſſed me to make imme- 
diate application for a penſion, particularly 


the late Ducheſs of NorTHUMBERLAND, who, 
OS though 


A 4}. 
though {he was very ill herſelf, and ſoon 
after ended a moſt valuable life, wrote a 
letter of condolance to me, wherein ſhe 

proved the goodneſs of her heart; for it con- 
tained every ſentiment of teeling and regard. 

She was pleaſed to ſay, I had a double claim 

to royal favour, being ſiſter to Lord RANR- 

LAGH and widow of Sir JohN HILL, whom 

every body reſpected and lamented; and 

that there being every reaſon for, and none 


againſt it, ſhe hoped and chought there was 


no doubt of my ſucceſs, 


I did apply, but like a teazing ticket 
remaining in the wheel, I heard no more 
Of it. 


Three or four years after, the Dutcheſs of 
AxGyLE (for whom I ſhall ever feel reſpect 


and 


** N wwe 


1 
and gratitude) did me the honour of pre- 


ſenting a memorial for me to the Queen: 


and though I am not much given to hope, 


being ſo long acquainted with adverſity, yet 
upon this occalion, 1 entertained for ſome 
time this pleaſing viſitor, but ſhe fled from 
me, and I am ſtill without a penſion. 


And now, leſt I encroach upon the pa- 


tience of the generous public (ſure friend 


of the unhappy!) to whom I firſt addreſſed 


myſelf, I will haſten to the cloſe of my 


fad narrative; which, however defective in 


point of authorſhip, I truſt their candor 


will forgive, as I have taken every meaſure 


to avoid this publication, and fince com- 


pelled, my aim has been to relate truth — 
unqueſtionable truth; nor ſhould I have 
preſumed to have laid before them my 


complaints, 
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